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He fool enter into Peace; they fool 5 


ref in their Beds ; each one walk- | 
ing in his L. prightngfs. 


N EED not tell this numerous 5 ARE 
tory that it is at the Requeſt of this 


to theMemory of their late aged venerable 
Paſtor ; and that the Reaſon of their De- 
ſire is, becauſe, as a Son with the Father, I 
ferved with him in the Goſpel for above Four- 
teen Years ; during which Time, as you, 


my Friends, have frequently expreſſed it, 


the Trumpet did not give an uncertain 8 10 
It is juſt Three * Years ago that the Provi- 


dence of Gop called me to exerciſe my 
Wb * . Ah 


pF 


* I was, 3 to the. Paſtoral Office June 14, 


240 " 


17 59. the very Day the Reverend Mr Bradbury, my 


age Colleague, entered the Oy A Aare Vears 
before. n e 5 


i 


Church I appear on this ſolemn Oc- 
caſion to pay the laſt Tribute of Reſpecrt 
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Miniſtry among another People but no 
ſooner was I removed from you than the 


Lox of the Harveſt provided for you my 
worthy Brother *, who, as @ Paſtor after 
Gop's own Heart, goes in and out among 
you, and feeds you with K nowledge and Un- 
der/landing ; ſo that you .are 'not reduced 
to a deſtitute State; as many Churches 
have been, and therefore are not called as 
they only to mourn and weep : not but that 
you ought to be ſuitably affected with a 
Senſe of this great: Breach which Gon has 
made, and to endeavour, in a Dependence 
on his Strength, to make a proper Im- 
provement of it, The Hand of Gop is 
to be ſeen, and the Voice of Gop is to 
be heard in it. 


BEING left to my own Thoughts to 


chooſe a Text, I could fix on no other 


than what I have read to you. The Pro- 
phet begins the Chapter in a Way of La- 
mentation, The Righteous periſheth, and no 


Man lays it to Heart; and merciful Men are 


taken away; none conf idering that the Righte- 
cus is taken away from the Evil to come. As 
there is a cloſe Connection between theſe 
Words and my Subject, and as N ſuit 
0 
S The neon Mr Ges nod 


1 1 
the ſolemn Providence which calls us this 
Day together, 1 ſhall therefore make ſome 
Obſervations upon them, 

Firſt, HE Rx are the Characters of the 
Godly; they are righteous and merciful; 
the one may refer to their State before 
Gop, the other to their Carriage towards 
Men. The Righteous, in the whole Com- 


paſs of their Character, whether under : 


the Old or New Teſtament (it is all one 
for that) are the pardoned and accepted 


of Gon for the Sake of CHRIS T's Righte- 


ouſneſs imputed to them and received by 
them; and they are alſo righteous in the 
Diſpoſition of their Hearts, and in the 
Tenor of their Lives. Not only do Per- 
| ſons of ſuch a Character die, but alſo mer- 


ciful Men are removed, Men of Kindneſs, . 


whoſe Hearts are ready and whoſe Hands 
are open to every good Work; benevolent 
in their Temper, beneficent in their Ac- 


tions. Whatever Sphere the Providence 


of Gop has placed them in, whether as 
Miniſters or private Chriſtians, they are 


uſeful in their Life, and no wonder they 


are lamented at their Death. The ſame 
Diſtinction the Prophet here makes, the 
Apoſtle refers to in Rom. v. 7. Scarcely for 

B 2 a righteous 
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3 
4 rigbicouſ Man wi one die; yet peradventupe 
er @ gocd Mon, one that is a common 
Good, a Blefling to many, fome one (10 
dbiuld even dare to die. 

Secondly, THE Prophet points 1 us to tht 
End of all Perfection in this World, and that 
is the End of all Fleſh; the Way of all the 
Earth. The Righteous periſheth, ak merci. 
ful Men are taken away, 

HERE are two very different Ideas 
conveyed to us; the one relates to the 
Body, the other to the Soul. The Souls 
of the Righteous ſhall in no Senſe periſh; 
nor are the Bodies of merciful Men 
taken away, but the Body which is of 
the Earth, earthy, is of a periſhing Na- 
ture, and is dead, or under a Sentence of 
Death, becauſe of Sin, and therefore we.muſt 
needs die: on the contrary, there is 4 Spirit 
in Man that ſhall never die; and if that 
Spirit is Life becauſe of Righteouſneſs, or made 
alive to Gop through'Jesvs CHRIST, it ſhall, 
upon its Releaſe from the Body, be with 
CHRIST, which is far better. 

Taz Hebrew Word rendered to nals 

way * is alſo tranſlated to gather, Gather 


it nt 
N 


[ 5 1 1 
fide my Soul with Si ners x. Abraham died 


2 Age, which reſpects his Body; 
d wa gathered to his People +, which 


refers to his Soul. And O what a noble 
Collection of Saints is there already in 
Heaven ! And what a numerous Congre- 
gation of them will there be at the Great 


Day, when the Redeemed of the Lord 


are gathered from the Eaſt, from the 
Weſt, from the North and from the South ! 
a number that no Man can number. 


dh, Tus Death of theſe ri FO YEW 


and 'merciful Men is ſpoken « of as ther De- 
liverance from Evil. They are taken away 
from the Evil fo come; from the Evil that 
ſhall come on the Wicked 7 in 4 future State 


for when CHRIS T has gathered his Wheat 
mto bis Barn, he will burn up the Chaff with ' 
anguenchable Fire. It is Jes US who delivers 


us from the Wrath to come: Or rather, the 
Prophet mans from the Evil of Calamities 
and Deſolations thaty/hall come on the Earth; 

from the Face t or the Proſpet? of Evil, or 


before ſome avi Judgment is brought on 


the Inhabitants of the World; as Gop ſaid 


to o al, 2 Kings xxii. 20. Behold, 1 will 
WY. Salle 


— 2 Pfal. GY 9. e XXV. 8. * 
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gather hs unto thy Fathers, and thou-ſhalt be. 


| Dea! No Man oy # 10 Kal. nen 


£61 


gathered into. thy Graue in Peace, and thine 


Tye ſhall ; not ſee all the Evil that I will bring. 


on this Place. Thus Gop houſes many. of 
his Children before a Storm comes on. 


MozzovER, there js another Thing may 


be included in the Mind of the Prophet, 
it is the Thought of Doctor Owxx, in 
his Treatiſe on rigs. Sin, Page 192. 


e That ſometimes G0 p takes away the 
r Righteous, not only from the Evil of 


Puniſhment, but from the Evil of Temp- 


1 Yam 


* tations and Trials, to prevent the Guilt 
« which otherwiſe they would be involyed 
«in, Thusa Captain in War will call. 


* 4 Soldier from his Watch and Guard, 


* when he knows he is not able, through 
* ſome Infirmity, to bear the Strels and 


Foree of the Enemy Wat! 18 i upon 
4 ) 8 


Once more, Furthh,. T UE Prophet 
bewails the, amazing Stupidity of human 


T 6 got to be 3 in an aber 
lute Senſe; but ſuch a comparative Way 
of ſpeaking is common in Scripture, as 
= Gop n Kei. i iv. 7. There is none 


ſtirs 


TTY 


firs up himfelf to take bold on the, When 
compared with the thoughtleſs Multitude, 
they are very few indeed Nothing more 
common than to ſee Men lay to Heart the 


Loſſes and Difappointments they meet with 
in the Courſe of their ſecular Buſineſs; 


but how inconſiderate, how brutiſh with 


reſpect to the Affairs of their Souls and 
another World! Death and the Grave, 

Jutlgment and Eternity, are in themſelves 
very ſerious and alarming Things; and 
yet how many Thoufands'live as if they 
were Dreams, and not Realities; the Rea- 
ſon is, becauſe they themſelves are in a 
Dream. Their Senſes to diſcern Good and 
Evil are locked up: They have Eyes, but ſee 

not, Ears but hear not; for if their Souls 
were awake they would confider theſe 
Events as of the higheſt Moment, and 
what they are deeply concerned in.— 


And yet what ſhall we "ay?" Verily it is 


matter of Grief and Shame that even the 
Righteous themſelves are ſo often unim- 


prefled and unaffected with theſe intereſt- 
ing Affairs. Trac does not know ; my People | 


do not tonfider: Good and uſeful Men are 


removed from this World, and yet none 


ay: it to ** The Commonneſs of ſuch 
An . 444 1 bing; 


„ 

Things as relate to Death is the Oceafoty, 
in great meaſure, of taking off a Senſe of 
their Importance, but it is the Deprayation 
of our Nature that is the ſinful Cauſe, 
Gop ſpeaks once, yea twice, but Man per- 
ceives it not; nor can any thing beneath 
the Power of ſoyereign, ſuperabounding 
and. invincible . Grace, cure. the Heart of 
this deplorable Blindneſs, this obſtinate 
Diſeaſe, or bring a Man to his right Mind 
In reſpect to the Matters of Gop and the 
World to come. It is neceſſary the Frame 
of the Heart be ſpiritualized, that we 
may be enabled to ns wle — 
Things. 

Now is it natural to enquire, What 
becomes of the righteous Man when he 
periſhes? We have the Anſwer in theſe 
Words, He ſhall enter into P, eace. They, 
that is, merciful. Men, ſhall reſi in their 
Beds when they die, each one having walked 
in his Uprighineſs. The following eaſy Me- 
thod then ae itſelf to us. beef] 


1. HERE is a Deſcription given of theſe 


happy Perſons; Toy W. in a 
e. 


l. Tus 


PEP 
. i Tur future State of Bleſſedneſs into 
Which their Souls are admitted; they 


| enter into Peace. 


5 UI. Tun Dormitory, or the Sleeping- - 
| place of their Bodies upon their Diſ- 


ſolution ; they reſt in their Beds. 


p 0 Kh: then, IV. I smaLL cloſe with a 
ew OE ſuited to the preſent 
OT, 


1 IB GIN och the Deſcription FR 
before us of theſe happy Perſons, They walk 
in their Uprightneſs; and to walk uprightly is 
the Way to walk ſurely.— This is a very com- 
mon Deſcription given of good People in 
Scripture; but as common as it is found 
there, it is a rare thing to ſee it exempli- 
fied in the World. Obſerve a few Things 
concerning the Nature of this Duty; what 
is it for a Man to walk in 615 Uprightneſs? 
According to the Original N it is nothing 
more than walking before Has; that 1s, be- 
fore Go p; and indeed none but they 
whoſe Souls are upright in them are found 
ſo 1 


. 
e NS 


Ea 
( 10 Fok a Man to walk in his U pright- 
neſs, muſt certainly take in his living mo- 


rally honeſt in the Sight of the World. 


Tufs is beginning at the loweſt Step. 
Really Matters are come to ſuch a Paſs 
among too many Profeſſors, that they will 


do thoſe Things which ſome that make 


no Profeſſion at all would be aſhamed of, 
as it is ſaid concerning Jeruſalem in Ezek. 


xvi. 27. The Daughters of the Philiſtines (the 


very Heathens themſelves) are aſhamed of 


thy lewd Way. A Perſon that has noChriſ- 


tianity in him may ſtand clear in his moral 
Behaviour; but this is what muſt be ex- 
pected irom them who are truly religious: 

Where there is Godlineſs, there will be Ho- 


neſly. David connects | theſe Things in 


Pſal. xii. i. where he puts up a Prayer that 


agrees with my Subject, Help, Lord, for 


the godly Man ceaſes; the Faithful fail from 


among the Children of Men. He that is godly, 


will be faithful. Much ſuch another Com- 
plaint the Prophet Micab pours forth, 


Chap. vii. 2. The good Man is periſhed out of 
the Earth, and there is none upright among 
Men. In vain does that Perſon think himſelf 


good towards Go p, who is not juſt and 
upright towards Man. 


„ ben 


[. 11 ] 5.8 

(2) WALKING in our Uprightneſs or 
before Gop, includes a regular Attendance 
on the Inſtitutions of Public Worſhip. 

 NoTwiTHSTANDING the many Advan- 
tages of a religious Nature we enjoy in =__ 
Nation under the beſt of Governments,” 
yet there are many Thouſands whoſe Backs 
are towards the Temple of the Lo R D. How 
few Men of high Degree are ever ſeen in 
a Place of Worſhip ! And as to thoſe who 
are of low Degree, what Tribes take their 
Pleaſure on Gop's holy Day! But that 
Man who pays no Regard to the divine 
Authority in the Ordinances of theGoſpel, 
may call himſelf a Chriſtian if he will, 
but in the Sight and Account of Gop he 
is downright wicked and profane. He 
lays that common which Gop has made 
an Incloſure. 

Bur ſome of you may fay, ThisCharge 
belongs not to us. We are honeſt in tranſ- 
acting our Affairs with Men, and we 
ſtatedly attend the Houſe of Gop, What 
lack ue yet? Tanſwer, Though theſe Things 
muſt be conſidered as neceſſary Ingredients 
in that Integrity which the Scripture de- 
mands, nevertheleſs you may want The 
1 Ting. Therefore, 
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(3) Ix order to your walking in Up- 
rightneſs, the Heart muſt be purged from 
reigning Hypocriſy. 

Ir you regard Ini quity in your Heart ; the 
Lord will not hear you. A good Man may 
have his Fears that he is no better than 
an Hypocrite before Gop, but at the ſame 
Time he dares not allow himſelf | in the \ 
Love and Practice of Sin. It is that abo- 
minable Thing which he hates, becauſe 
it is offenſive to Gop, as well as defiling 
and afflicting to himſelf. The holy Spirit 


bas been at work upon him, convincing | 
him of Sin, humbling his Soul for it, 


enabling him to mourn over it, and turn 
from it. 


(4) Ir is to be 3 by the Fear 
of Gop, as his Principle. 


Sven a Principle is inlaid within his 
Hearr, that will induce him in an Hour of 


Temptation to ſay with Joſeph, How can I 


dh this great Wickeaneſs, and ſin againſt God? 
and with Nehemigh, So did not I, becauſe. of 


the Fear of Ged. Heart-fins and ſecret 
Duties he makes Conſcience of, eee 


the EJs, of the an 15 own him. 


* 


ö - IO ! (5) Tap 


\ 


L 13 1 

(5) Tais Walking is «Coarſe of religious 
Duty ae to the Rules of the Word 
df G det epo! Hoi 

INDEED in many Things we all fend; raid 
have Reaſon for daily Humiliation ; yet 
they who Rave ſer their Faces Zion-whtds, 
are to go on in an ordefly Way in the 
Path of Duty; not calling according to the 
Courſe of this World, nor at all adventures with 
Go, but according to the Directions laid 
down, in the Scripture of Frith, obeying G 
rutber tbam Man; and they walk at, Liberiy 


h ſeek hig . 7 a ins Jo: and 
on his Way. 


Once more, (6) To 4550 aid W 
= the Miniſterial Service, they walk in 


their Uprightneſs, who do-not ſhun to pin 
tbe whole Counſel of Gon... | 

Tur Way for a: Miniſter. t fil bis 
Curſ with Foy, is 70 fulfil the Miniſtry which 
be has received f the Lord, and to teſtify the 
Goſpel of the: Grace of God x. That this was 
done by your deceaſed Paſtor you your- 
ſelves are Witneſſes. He kept back no- 
thing that was profitable to you, but Was 
faithful to Gop, and your Souls. He 
Ripe the Paith, and now has finiſted his 


Courſe, 
9 Aa. xx. 24. 


1 4 ] 
2 and as a good and faithful Ser- 
vant be is entered into the Joy of his Lord. 


Which leads me to the Second n 
Heal. 


II. Tux future State of Bleſſedneſs into 
which Gop's upright Ones are ad- 
mitted is here eee they Hhall 

enter into Peace. 
_ Every one who walks now before the 

LoR D, ſhall in due Seaſon be brought to 

dwell with him. — - There is ſuch a Privi- 


lege as entring into Peace or Reft in this 


preſent Life, as the Apoſtle ſays, Heb. iv. Yo 


Me which bave believed do enter into Reſt. Upon 
Believing, they return to a Covenant-Gop 

in CHRIST as he Reft of their Souls, for 
they ſee the Inſufficiency of all the Objects 


of Time and Nature to give them ſolid 


and abiding Satisfaction. This comes to 
the ſame as what we read in Rem. v. I, 2. 


Being juſtified by Faith, ae have Peace with 


God through our Lord JEsus CHRIST; by 


whom we have Acceſs into the Grace wherein 


awe Hand, &c. The Grace wherein Believers 


ſtand is a State of Favour, Friendſhip and 
Acceptance with Gop. Into this State no 
one can have Acceſs but by Faith ; which 


Faith 


„ 

Faith regards CnRIST as its Object, the 
only Mediator between Gop and Man- 
Cuklsr is the Door, Faith is the Hand that 
opens it. Without CnRIST there would 
be no ſuch Privilege as Peace with Gop, 
and without Faith there could be no Intro- 
duction into it. Gop has received the 
Atonement in a Way of full Satisfaction 
to his Juſtice, and Faith receives it as a 
juſtifying Righteouſneſs. 

BuT now what my Text ſpeaks i is the 
Perfection of Happineſs which is laid up 
in a future State. When the Righteous 
die out of this World they enter into an- 
other : No middle Place to ſtop at by the 
Way, for there is no Need of it; but as 


ſoon as abſent from the Body they are preſent 
with the Lok p. 


HxRH obſerve, [1] The comprehenſive 
Term by which this future Happineſs is 
called, And, [2] What kind of an En- 
trance Believers have into it. 

[1] Tux comprehenſive Term by which. 
this future Happineſs is called, it is Peace; 
a Word, you know, that is frequently uſed 
to denote all manner of Bleſſings, and is 
here fitly applied to the heavenly World, 
where there is a Conſummation of Bleſſed- 


neſs, 


1 
neſs. peace, in its negative Idea, is a Frees 
dom from Trouble and Sorrow; and the 
poſitive Branch of it is, che Vevwon of all 
that is good. 


11) Turk mot but de in . p 


total Riddanceof all Trouble and Sorrow, 


Gor ſhall wipe away all Tears frem their 


: Eyes ; 3 and there ſhall be No more Death, Net 


ther Sorrow, nor Crying; neither ſhall there be 


any more Pain, for the Song Tg ore 


paſſed away *, 

SORROW ſprings from various Cauſes, 
T here is the Sorrow of the World that wworketh 
Death; grieving on Account of warldly 


Diſappointments, which is frequently at- 


——_ with Fretfulneſs of Heart againſt 


the LOBD.— There is alſo a Sorrowing by 


Reaſon of the Death of near Relatives and 
valuable Friends, with whom we took 
ſweet Counſel together; but zf they die in 
the LoRD we ſorrow,not as they who are with- 
out Hope. — There is hkewiſe a Grief of Soul 
becauſe of the Withdrawings of divine 


Conſolation. I went mourning, ſays Jeb, 


without the Sun +; and ſays David, Thou | 
did hide op Bar, and I was troubled}. 


Moreover, 


* Rev. xxi. J. Job xxx 28. 
t Plat; . 45 


La 0 
” 
. 
» 
2 


IE F 19: ] 
Moreover, there is a'Sorrow after 4 godh 
Sort, which is a Repentance unto Life; and 
this there is a Call for and a Neceſſity of 
during a Believer's Continuance on Earth, 
for he always carries with him a Body of 
Sin. But from all this and every kind of 
Sorrow he is altogether freed upon his "A 
Diſmiſſion from this State of Mortality. 
Some indeed have imagined, that the Saints 
in Heaven reflect on the Sins they commit- 
are ſure of, there is no Uneaſineſs in their 
Minds, no ſuch Conſciouſneſs of Guilt as 
to throw; the leaſt Damp on their Joy; 
no. Grief nor Groans mingling with the 
Praiſes: which they pour forth before Gop 
and the Lams. No diſorderly Paſſion 
within, no vexatious Affair without; not 
a Sigh from their Hearts, not a Tear 
from their Eyes; ; nothing to perplex their 
Minds, or to interrupt the Work and Wore 
ſhip in which ey are any em- 
ployed. 
Bur, (2) In that bright aud bleſſed 
World, there is theFruition of all that is 
Good. It is Peace, certain, ſubſtantial, un- 
mixed, inceſſant Peace, and all for ever, 


D I SHALL 
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neſs. Peace, in its negative Idea, is a Frees 
dom from Trouble and Sorrow; and the 
poſitive Branch of it is, the Vevupon of all 
that is good. 

2) Turk cannot but bein ae 4 
total Riddance of all Trouble and Sorrow, 
Gop fhall wipe away all Tears frem theis 
Eyes; and there ſhall be no mere Death, nei- 
ther Sorrow, nor Crying; neither ſhall there be 
any more Pain, for the en Ts: ore 
paſſed away®, 

SORROW ſprings from various Cauſes, 
There is the Sorrow of the World that worketh 
Death; grieving on Account of warldly | 
Diſappointments, which is frequently at- 
tended with Fretfulneſs of Heart againſt 
the LOꝶBD.— There is alſo a Sorrowing by 
Reaſon of the Death of near Relatives and 
valuable Friends, with whom we took 
ſweet Counſel together; but zf they die in 
the LoRD we ſorrow,not as they who are with- 
out Hope. —There is likewiſe a Grief of Soul 
becauſe of the Withdrawings of divine 
Conſolation. I went mourning, ſays Job, 
without the Sun ; and ſays David, Thou 
didſi hide thy Aan, and I was troubled t. — 

0 95 Moreover, 


* Rev. f-: I Job xxx. 28; 
2. 4-Plal;, . 7. 95 5 
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Moreover, there is a' Sorrow after a 824) 


Sort, which is a Repentance unto Life; and 
this there is a Call for and a Neceſſity of 
during a Believer's Continuance on Earth, 

for he always carries with him a Body of 
Sin. But from all this and every kind of 
Sorrow he is altogether freed upon his 
Diſmiſſion from this State of Mortality. 
Some indeed have imagined, that the Saints 
in Heaven reflect on the Sins they commit - 


ed on Earth with an holy Bluſh. This we | 


are ſure of, there is no Uneaſineſs'; in their 
Minds, no ſuch Conſciouſneſs of Guilt as 
to throw the leaſt Damp on their Joy; 
no Grief nor Groans mingling with the 
Praiſes, which they pour forth before Gop 
and the L ANB. No diſorderly Paſſion 
within, no vexatious Affair without; not 

a Sigh from their Hearts, not a Tear 


. their Eyes; ; nothing to perplex their 
| Minds, or to interrupt the Work and Wore 


ſhip in which they are aku em- 
ployed. 85 
Bur, (2) In, that bright and bleſſed 


World, there is theFruition of all that is 


Good. It is Peace, certain, ſubſtantial, un- 
mixed, inceſſant Peace, and all for ever. 
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1 8nazr. only mention theſe two Things. 
Vir, Tux bleſſed Inhabitants com- 
pletely enjoy the Gop of Peace, which fills 


them with the ſweeteſt Tranquility, 


Tuis endearing Title the great IE Ho- 
van wears, which lets us know that a 
Reconciliation is procured and confirmed 
between him and his People through the 
Blood of the everlaſting Covenant. The 


Son of Gov in the Nature of Man has 


perfectly ſatisfied the Demands of incenſed 
Juſtice by his Obedience to the Law. He 


| finiſhed the Work that was given him to 
do, ſo that nothing can be added to it, 
nor can any thing be taken from it. Hence 


it is that Gop becomes a G op of Pearce. 
Ir is a way of ſpeaking with ſome, 
and it is what they are exhorted to by 


their Eccleſiaſtical Guides, that they muſt 
make their Peace with Gop before they 


die. Alas! if it is not made for them, it 
will never be made. What ſays the Scrip- 
ture? Colo. 1.21, You who were ſometimes 


alienated, and Enemies in your Mind by wicked 


Works, yet now hath he reconciled in the Body 


e bis Fleſh through Death. Cunisr bas 


made Peace by the Blood of his Croſs.” 


ä 
Nowꝛ there is ſack a Privilege, I ſay, 
as enjoying Go p in this preſent Eife. 


Enjoymient is founded on Property: Gon, 
even our. own Gob, full bleſs us; our own 
Gon, as he has made himſelf over to us 


in the everlaſting OCobenant. Commu- 


nion with him as a Gon of Peace Believers 
ſametimes participate in his earthly Courts; 
and when they are favoured with this Mercy, 
Zeal for his Cauſe, and Activity in his Ser- 
vice. When: they fee bis Power and bi Glory 
in bis dantuary, then their Souls are fatisfied as 
with Marrow and Faineſs, and their"Mouths 
praiſe him with joyful Lips, But the neareſt 


Approach, attainable in this World is but 
ſeeing through a Glaſs darkly. The higheſt 7 


Conſolation enjoyed on Earth, is but a dip 
or a Taſte by the Way. But in his immediate 
Preſence there is a Fulneſ of Joy, and at bis 
right Hand are Pleaſures for ever more x. The 
LAMB, in the midi of the Throne ſpall feed 


them, and lead them 10. living Fountains of 
Water T. The Father's everlaſting Love 
ſhall be no longer like 2 Spring ſhut up, or 


2 Fountain ſealed. The Death of CHRIS＋ 
18 indeed a n opened here for Sin 
, eee and 

5 Pal. 1 + Rev. vii. 17. 
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and Uncleanneſs, but there it ſhall be 


opened, not to waſh in, for (there is no- 
thing that defiles) but to drink of. Alſo 


the Grace of the Holy Spirit is another 


Fountain of living Water for the continual 
Refreſhment and Conſolation of the Spirits 
of juſt Men made perfect. Gop the FaTHER 
is fully enjoyed as one who choſe them to 
Salvation, and accepted the Atonement for 


them; Gop zhe Son as one who purchaſed 


them with his Blood, and brought in an 
everlaſting Righteouſneſs ; and Gop- the 
SPIRIT as that divine. Perſon who under- 


took to bring the Bleſſings of the Covenant 


home to them, and them home to himſelf. - 
Secondly, Hravz is a State of Pitt, 


for the moſt Perfect 2 eigne vag 
that general Aſſembly. © 


 Bxcavst the Hearts of the Sons of Men 
are fully ſet in them to do Evil, therefore 


this World is become aStage of Vanity and 


Folly,” of Tumult and Blood. Nation riſes 


againſt Nation, and Kingdom againſt King- 


dom, Family againſt Family, and one Per- 


ſon againſt another. We hear of Wars 
and Rumours of Wars, and we too often 


fee ſuch diſagreeable Things as Hatred, 
Variance, Emulations, biting and devour- 


- 


—— < — 


„„ 
ing one another, as if they had a Mind 
to conſume one another. Melancholy 
Thought! that ſuch Works of the Hleſft 
ſhould be found among any who profeſs 
to live in the Spirit. It isn Wonder to 
read of an Egyptian ſiniting an Hebrew x Witti 
the Fiſt of Wickedneſs, for be that. is born 
after the Fleſh will perfecute am that is born 
after the Spirit; but to behold rao Nen f 
the Hebrews, Gov's profeſſing People, ride 
together, not in Prayer "t6s'Gov, not with 
an holy Emulation iti trie Way of Duty, 
but ſtrive ſo as to injure ch 'other; At 
leaſt to cauſe a. Separation from one an- 
N re,, . HO : 

Ne; how dne, dcs, a 
able this! Bitter Words arg Arrows, which 


112981 


Here Dir F | 
though they may be let fly at Random. 
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| 

| 
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are capable of doing great } chief where 
„ CeO GET Th 190 nenne N 0 
they light. e | 
Nou if! is. 2 pod anda plraſan Ning 1 
for Brethren to dwell tagetherin Unity in tis 
State of ImperfeCtion; inconceivably better ; 
then it muſt be in that World here thett 
can no Rbot of Bitterneſs" ſpring up to 1 
trouble them. It is all holy Ground al 
therefore the Air of Heaven is perfectly ſe- ö 
* e l La \ 0 
rene. Upon Earth they may differ in their 
5 Judgments 


- 


| tf] 

1ents hi the Cireumſtantials of 
— and the Members of the ſame 
jeligious Community, and even the Minif- 


ters of the ſame Goſpel, through their re- 


maining Corruptions, may imbibe ground- 
leſs Prejudices, and carry in them hard 
Thoughts one towards another; but when 
they enter into Heaven there will be, as 


an Harmony of Sentiments, ſ an Union 


of Hearts. All Parknefs of Mind, Dif- 
ference of Judgment, Sourneſ of Temper, 


Diſtance of Look, and Reſerve, of 2 


will be aver for. ME c 30 


P * Now paſs © on to obſerve, [a] v 

of an Entrance the Righteous hah 

have into that Warld of Peace and Love. 
HERR I ſhall prepare wy Way by men- 

tioning theſe three Particulars. 1 


: (1): Tukr hall enter by Virtue of the 


miſe of Goo. 
(20 As war an nteeaſdi in 1 bat State 
An the Purcbaſe of CurisT. | 


-- An, (3) AReadinel for it by the Wark 
5 the Srinir. 


(x) By Virti 
Wemay ſay of xt, s better Country what we 


read 


e of the Palm x Gop.— - 


23 1 
read of Canazn, Gal. iii. 18. I the Inberi- 
tance be of the Lau, it ir no more of Promiſe 


but God gave it to Abraham by Promiſe. I 


it is of Works, it is no more of Grace. 
Let the deluded Papiſts talk of the Merit of 
Condignity, a true Believer is willing to 


de a mere Receiver. It is indeed after he 


has done the Will of Gop, but it ĩs not for 
doing it that he receives the Promiſe. 


Heaven is an Eſtate altogether Freebold. 


When the Top- ſtone is laid, there will be 
Shoutings of Grace, Grace unto it. 


(2) Ber1zvens take Poſſeffion of Hea- 


| ven in the Name of CurIsT. 
Trey have an Intereſt in it through 


Faith in his Purchaſe. However incon- 


ſiſtent theſe Things may appear in the Eye 


of a Sccinian, they are very harmonious in 


the View of 4 Chriſtian; for ſo fays the 


Scripture, Rom. vi. 23. Eternal Life is the 
Gift of Gop through Jesus CRIS our Lard, 


It was a dear Purchaſe to him, but it comes 
free to us; and they who enter into it wil 
take Poſſeſſion of it as the Fruit of his Me- 


rit and Mediation. Their Title and Claim, 


their Admittance and Enjoyment, are all 
Way to the LamB that was Lain. 285 


Again, 
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1 Again, (3) 4 Readineſs for it is 

Acompliſhed by the ener d. the LORD 
tbe SPIRIT, ,, AW. N 

He by his efficacious. 1. : aplitas 
them. for . Communion with Gop now, 
and for an everlaſting Abode with him. 
It is in vain for you, whether young or 

1, to think of entring the new Jeruſalem 
without a new Heart. There muſt..be a 
Conformity to Cukls r, elſe there is no 
Suitableneſs to that World. Except you 

are born again, you cannot ſee the Kingdom of 
of Gop “: and to be born again is 70 be 
born of the Spirit. The Spirit of Gop pro- 
duces Light and Life in the Soul. Holi- 

a neſs is the Work of his Hands; and where 
he has begun this good Work, he will per- 
form it till the Day of Jesus ChRIT. 

Bur theQueſtion returns. What Kind 
of. an Entrance ſhall be miniſtred to the 
Righteous into the Land of Uprightneſs? 
([.) SOME. have but a dark and Goody 

Entrance. 

As Gon, is the Sovereign of his own 
Grace, which he gives to what Sinner he 
pleaſes, ſo he is the Author of Peace, 
which he adminiſters to what Saint he 

will 


„ John 1. 3, 


1 25 1 
will. Some of his Children who have been 
indulged with his Conſolations in their 
Attendance on Duties of a ſecret and ſo- 
cial Nature, when they come to cloſe the 
Scene of Life are deprived of his refreſhing 


enlivening Influences. Satan has been 
permitted to diſtreſs their Souls, and fill 
them with Fears concerning their everlaſt- 
ing Condition. Death has been a gloomy 
Paſſage to them into their Father's Houſe. 
We are told in CLARK's Maurtyrolhg of a 
pious and painful Miniſter, who was in 
great Darkneſs of Soul on his dying Bed, 
that lie ſaid to Mr Dop, who a0 


— „ What will Jou ſay of him hb is 


going out of the World and can find no 
C Comfort? To whom he anſwered, 


* What will you ſay of our Saulen Carver, | 


< who when Hewas gong out of the World 
found no Comfort, but eried out, Ay 
Gon, myGov, aby dt thoit forſaken me?? 
* cee to be ©Word in Seaſon. 


W * 8 50 Wh 4 way - : 21 * : of „* 17 


** en of wks Children have a 
more bright and comfortable Entrance. 
Tux have 4 good Hope through Grace that 
they are going to partake of everlaſting 
Conſolation; a Peri ane that all is 

E en eee 
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[a 3 
well between Gop and them, founded on 
the Blood of Atonement, and excited by 
the SpixI of Grace; this introduces a 
Calm and a Compoſure within; this af 
fords a et 80 and 1 

Nit. 1122 ] SITE 
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(3) Orne have beak ill more kighly 
[pc ſo that as the Apoſtle ſays, An 
Entrance has been miniſtreũ ta them abundantly 
into the everlaſting K ingiom of cur Lord and 
| Saviour IEsus CRIST . They have tri- 
umphed over the Fears df Death and the 
Powers of Darkneſs, to the Conviction of 
Infidels; and the Admiration and Joy of 
Believers. They have lifted up their Heads, 
knowing their Redemption drew: nigh. 
Come LORD ESUs, cam quickly, has been 
the Cry of their Souls +; though with a 
faultring Tongue; and thus with full Per. 
ſuaſion of Gop's Love, they have com 
mitted themſelves to him ast a faithfrl 
Creator, and haye been received where 


there is 3 ne * for ever. 


4 
„ 
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” 2 Pet. i. 115 St G1 cor fiog d 14 


4 See Mr-HALL' J Sermon. on x Mr rabid 
Death, page 23 
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64 WuaTtver be the Frame of a Be- 
Bett in his dying Hour, he ſhall have a 
285 Paſſage from one World to another. 
Ix is an unſpeakable Happineſs that our 


evertaſtitn State does not depend on ſo 


precarious a Foundation as a preſent Frame. 
Whether a Chriſtian is fearing, or hoping/ 
or rejoicing, his Title to the Inheritance 18 


good; his Intereft in CHRIST is fixed and 
certain. The Manner of your dying is 
wiſely and graciouſly hid from you, as 


well as the Time of it; but be aſſured of 
this, that it is your Wiſdom; your Duty 
and your Intereſt to be laying? in and laying 
1h for that Hour, by giving all Diligence to 
male your Calling and your Election ſure, that 
you may have nothing to do but to die, 
nothing to do but to yield up your Soul 


into the Hands of the glorious Redeemer, 


ſaying with an 1 ou ws receive 
my Spirit. 
be vo proceed to then next general Head 
and that! 1 42001 


III. T o treat of the Damir or 


Sleeping place of the Bodies of the 
Saints upon their Diffolotion... _—_ | 


all reſt in ibeir Beds. 
6414489 „ Wites 


12 

| Wrar melting Thought i is couched 
in this Phraſe to the Stroke of Death! How 
familiar the Idea! For is not Ref to the 
weary Man | faveet ? Is not Sleep deſirable 
after the Toils and Labours of the Day? 
And thus when a_ Chriſtian has paſſed 
through the Services and Difficulties of 
Life, and the Night of Death comes, ben 
no Man can or; when his Days are ex- 
tint, then the Grave is ready for him; 
Where, as Job ſpeaks, the Wicked ceaſe from 
troubling, anll where the Weary are at Reſi: 
And in Chap. xvit. 13. he ſays, ,I wait, 
* - the Grave is mine Houſe; ' T'have made my Bed 

in the Darkneſs. That good Man knew 

what it was to have many weariſome 
Nights and Days appointed to him. When 
he ſaid, His Bed ſhould comfort him, and his 
Couch eaſe bis Complaint, then Gop ſome- 
times /cared him with Dreams; and at other 
times, his Bones were pierced i in the Night- 
| ſeaſon, and his Sinews could get no Re. Upon 
this he looks into the Grave with Pleaſure, 
becauſe he __ look beyond it with 
Hope. 
(1) Quaruye the Name by which it is 
called, it is a Bed, a Reſting-place in be 
| Chambers 9 Deatb, for the Bodies of the 

| OO] Saints 


| TH 3 
Saints to fleep in. To our bleſſed Lows: 


the Grave was a Pon. He was arreſted by 
the Hand of divine Juſtibe, and confined 
in it, not for his own Debt, but as the 
Surety of his People; but upon full Pay- 
ment being made, he had a legal and ho- 
nourable Diſcharge, as the Prophet | fays, 
He was talen from Priſon und from Judgment x. 
It is a Priſon ſtill to all who die under the 
Guilt of Sin, where their Bodies are kept, 
and hell is a Priſon where their Souls Art 
confined in Chains of Darkneſs till the Day 
of Judginient, which will be the Day of 
their complete Deſtruction. But to them 
who die in the Loxn, the Grave is a Bed; 
a Repreſentation that is ſoſt, eaſy and in- 
viting; it is ſtripped ener ef be- 
cauſe Ch RISH lay in it. 10 
(2) In this Bed the Bodies of the Sint 
are ſaid 10 . 
Darn brings thein into a Stute of M- 
activity. They are fallen into a dend 


Sleep, and are abſolutely infenſible. cel 


ix. 5. The Dead inrm not any Ning. What 
a Clog is a weak and an afflicded Body 
now to a willing Spirit? Miniſters are 
ſometimes vu” + in their Worn though 
1 * 


a. 10. 1s 's 5 
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no faithful Servant of Curisr is weary of 
it. Some of you, my Brethren, have been 
many a time Witneſſes to the Groans. and 
Fatigues of your deceaſed Paſtor, when he 
had been labouring for your ſpiritual Good. 
But now as his Soul is at reſt from all Sin, 
ſo is his Body from all Wearineſs and Pain. 
It is ſaid of our Loxp's ſacred Body, His 
Fleſh ſhall reſt in Hope *; ſo in a qualified 
Senſe it is true of all the Bodies of the 
Righteous which are laid in the Grave: 
This leads us, A 

(3) To look n to os Merning f 
the Reſurrection, till which glorious Day; 
they are ſaid to ſleep in-Jesus. Them 2obich 
ſleep in JIxsus will Gad bring with him +: 
Their Bodies as well as Souls are united to 
him; both were his Purchaſe, both are 
his Poſſeſſion, and both he will glorify. 
The FEſalmiſt rejoices in the Proſpect; A, 
for me, Iwill behold thy Face in Righteouſneſs: * 
I ſhall be ſattified when I awake with thy Like- 

_ neſs Þ ; agreeable to the Apoſtle, We know 
when he ſhall appear, — Wy * 
nme een 3 
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r Pal. xvi. 9. + 1 Theft, iv. 14. 
t Pſal. xvii. 15. $ 1 John iii. 2. 
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Isu ALL now in the 4% Place cloſe 
with a few Particulars ſuited. t6-the pre- 
ſent "Soletnnuty:” Ce 0 8 . Pg \ 7 _ 
* ne 1 lad, we! PL 
Ix is cuſtomary withs ſome on help ; 
Nl Occaſions to give large and lofty 
Characters of the Deceaſed, and 1 fear this 
is the very thing which draws Multitudes 
together, who ſhall be all Attention when 
any thing of this Nature is delivered. But 
as this Practice is contrary to my own In- 
clination, ſo it was ae . by 
ap en Jon, 1 81 


trued : as a Tranſgreſlon of the Rules of 5 

Juſtice to mention the Aa Parti- 
lars, n 
(i) Glyx Gop the Glory edu Goat 
he was inſtrumental of doing _—_ you 
for ſo long a Courſe of Years 
ov Ware, ſome Churches have loſt their 
Paſtors after labouring a very few Year 
among them, it pleaſed the rear Shephird 
of. the Sheep to continue to you your aged 
Paſtor Forty: four Years, during which Pez 
riod he was made a ſpiritual Father to 
many of you, while he helped others much 
| | who 


L te 1 
who had believed through Grace. vou 


know the Treaſure is put into earthen Veſſels, 


to this End, that the: Excellency of the Pawer 
may appear to be of GoD and. not of Man: 


Afſcribe then the Praiſe to the Riches of 
divine Grace, for whogygr plants or-waters, 


it is Gop who.gives the Increaſe. 
(2) BE ve falbuen of Him as be was Y 


Conan. : 8 


He was a Man given to Prayer, a in 
the Performance of that Duty in a ſocial 
Way he exeelled many of his Brethren 1 in 

the Miniſtry for a large Variety of ſuitable 
Matter. Here I cannot hut remind you 
with what-zealpus Concern he promated 
among you the ſetting apart of an Hour 
every Wedneſday Morning from Seven to 


Eight o Clock for ſolemn ſeeking to Gap 


to ſave. us from National Judgments. It 
is, Five Vears ago when, by the Deſire of 
ſeveral Miniſters, he drew up and pub- 
liſhed, A Friſb ſeriaus Call from the. City to 


"Thouſands of which were fold. This De- 
ſign was ſo approved, that it led the Way 


to ſome of our [Brethren in the Eſtabliſh- 
ment to e n Exbortation to their 
11 i 1 S 1113 ” * 
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Hearers to ſeparate an Hour-every Love 
Day Evening for the ſelf- ſame Purpoſe. + = 
Mon rovkn, in his Doctrine he ſhewed 
Uncorr uptnefs, Gravity, Sincerity, found Speech 
that cannot be condemned. He was not given 
to change; did not affect Novelties; was 
no Man-; pleaſer, no Time: ſerver; but con» 
8 and faithful, courageous and zealous 
in his Maſter's Work; well able to defend 
as well as to prrach 7he. Truth as it is in 
Ixsps, as appears by a Variety of Diſs 
courſes publiſhed. by him, particularly 
walz m ile Seim, Pato. attheL — 
Street LecTuURE: - N 

Ix his uſual e ee. | 
happy Mixture of Seriouſneſs and Chears © _ 
fulneſs; znd they who were acquainted 
with him know how ready he was on pro- 
per Occaſions to promote that now too 
much unf, _ able bg ih dr. 


Fan * confiderable Tims before kis 
Diſſolution he was laid aſide by bodily Af- 


fiction from his delightful Work, but ile 


dum Gop'y vratting Serve he expreſſed 
great Patience under his Hand and Reſig- 
nation to his Will, ter frequently adopt- 
vg our Ls" Way Thaw a Cue: 
">" ve” 
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b be baprifed with; ori bots inn © ini 1 
it be arebmpliſhed! th! Well, orgy" Brethi&l; ; 
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